God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 13 – Christ’s 2nd Year of Ministry –Middle Galilean Period

God's Master Plan #13 – Christ’s 2nd Year – Middle Galilean Period


After the Passover of His second Year of Ministry, Jesus returned to Galilee to minister for another ten months.  The majority of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke deal with this period of ministry and the bulk of recorded miracles were performed during this time.  Jesus continued to use the city of Capernaum as His base for ministering to the Galileans and the period can again be divided according to locations, this time in reference to the nearby Sea of Galilee:  Jesus would begin ministering “near the sea,” travel for a time throughout the other parts of Galilee, return to minister “by the sea,” again leave to minister throughout Galilee, and again return to minister “by the sea.”  In between each phase, Jesus would stop by Capernaum.  

Mark 3:1-2 He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there whose hand was withered. 2 They were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him. 

The first hint of opposition that presented itself at Jerusalem now followed Jesus to Galilee and this time when He entered into the synagogue on the Sabbath to teach as had become His custom, the Jewish leaders watched carefully to see if Jesus broke their Pharisaical tradition by healing on the holy day
.  

Mark 3:3-4 He said to the man with the withered hand, " Get up and come forward!" 4 And He said to them, "Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?" But they kept silent. 

Knowing what his opposition was thinking, Jesus called the man with the withered hand forward and then asked them “is it okay to do good on the Sabbath?”  

Mark 3:5-6 After looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him. 

When His critics would not answer Him, Jesus got angry and healed the man anyway!  From this direct confrontation, began the undercurrents of opposition that would grow more pronounced in the coming year of Jesus’ ministry.  The Pharisees began to conspire with the Jews loyal to Herod’s causes who had been to this point their traditional nemesis.      

Mark 3:7-8 Jesus withdrew to the sea with His disciples; and a great multitude from Galilee followed; and also from Judea, 8 and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and beyond the Jordan, and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great number of people heard of all that He was doing and came to Him. 

Jesus was approaching the height of His fame during His earthly ministry and now everywhere He traveled, great multitudes of people from even the regions beyond Israel followed His every move.  

Mark 3:9-12 And He told His disciples that a boat should stand ready for Him because of the crowd, so that they would not crowd Him; 10 for He had healed many, with the result that all those who had afflictions pressed around Him in order to touch Him. 11 Whenever the unclean spirits saw Him, they would fall down before Him and shout, "You are the Son of God!" 12 And He earnestly warned them not to tell who He was. 

The press of the crowd was so great, that Jesus had to heal and minister with His back to the sea and a “get a way” boat ready lest the crowd overwhelm Him!
  When Jesus cast out demonic spirits, they would fall down before Him and yell “You are the Son of God” and yet Jesus warned them not to tell that fact because Jesus wanted the people to get the revelation of who He was for their selves through His teaching.  

Mark 3:13-15 And He went up on the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him. 14 And He appointed twelve, so that they would be with Him and that He could send them out to preach, 15 and to have authority to cast out the demons. 

The crowds had increased to the point where it was impossible for Jesus to minister to them all single-handedly, so He picked a number of believers from the crowd and summoned them up on a mountain with Him.  After a night of prayer, Jesus chose twelve believers to be the “inner circle” of His followers.  These twelve, who became known as “the twelve Apostles,” would first receive the authority and power to preach and cast out devils and would eventually become the men who would be the leadership of the Early Church.       

Mark 3:16-19 And He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter), 17 and James, the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which means, "Sons of Thunder"); 18 and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him. 

In the twelve chosen disciples were at least three sets of brothers:  Andrew and Simon Peter, James and John the sons of Zebedee, Matthew and James the son of Alphaeus
.  It is also very likely that Philip and Nathanael Bartholomew
 were closely kin and possibly even brothers also.  Of the twelve, only Judas Iscariot was from the southern regions of Judea, and the remaining eleven were all Galileans.     

Matt 5:1-2 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying, 

After choosing the twelve, Jesus drew a great number of followers from the crowds and took them apart to begin to teach them
.  This represented the beginning of a gradual change in Jesus’ ministry from a display of power to one of teaching.  This first teaching session is the greatest sermon ever preached and is commonly called “The Sermon on the Mount.”  It begins with what are known as the “Beatitudes:”   

Matt 5:3-11 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

The entire “Sermon on the Mount” is recorded in the 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of the Gospel of Matthew
.  A general overview of the sermon is as follows:


Matthew 5:1-12

The Beatitudes; eight declarations of being blessed.

Matthew 5:13-19
Relationship of the disciples and the world; true disciples are the “salt of the earth” and a “light on a hill.”     

Matthew 5:20-48
The righteousness of the disciples must surpass that of the Mosaic Law and the Pharisees in all areas.


Matthew 6:1-18

Guidelines for giving, prayer, and fasting; The Lord’s Prayer
.


Matthew 6:19-24
Placing value in a Godly manner and the necessity of serving only God.


Matthew 6:25-34
The cure for worry and anxiety and the importance of trusting God in all things.


Matthew 7:1-6

Guidelines for dealing with others.


Matthew 7:7-12

Guidelines for prayer and the “golden rule.”
 


Matthew 7:13-23
The narrow and wide gates; the relationship between the fruit and the tree.

Matthew 7:24-27
The two foundations:  one of building upon the Word of God and the one of building upon disobedience.

Matt 7:28-29 When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

The people were amazed at the authority and power of Jesus’ teaching and preaching!  They had come face to face with a truth that could change their life for forever!  

Luke 7:1-3 When He had completed all His discourse in the hearing of the people, He went to Capernaum. 2 And a centurion's slave, who was highly regarded by him, was sick and about to die. 3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders asking Him to come and save the life of his slave. 

When Jesus came back to Capernaum, a Roman centurion sent some Jewish friends to ask Jesus to come and heal a beloved slave.  A “centurion” was an officer in charge of one hundred men in the Roman army and Jesus had become so famous that even the Gentile soldiers in Israel had heard of His power!     

Luke 7:6-8 Now Jesus started on His way with them; and when He was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, " Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come under my roof; 7 for this reason I did not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 "For I also am a man placed under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it." 

The Roman centurion sent word to Jesus that “I’m not even worthy of you entering in my house.”  The Centurion understood authority and professed, “if you will but say the word, my servant will be healed!”
 

Luke 7:9-10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled at him, and turned and said to the crowd that was following Him, "I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith." 10 When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. 

Jesus was so moved by the Roman soldier’s faith that He pronounced to the crowd “I haven’t found such great faith in even the Jewish people!”  Because of his great faith, the centurion received his miracle even though he was not Jewish.  True faith caused God to move in an area that He did not intend to do so at first.  

Luke 7:11-12 Soon afterwards He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were going along with Him, accompanied by a large crowd. 12 Now as He approached the gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. 

Traveling to the nearby city of Nain for the first time, Jesus encountered a funeral procession as He came into the city.  A widow had lost her only son and a great many from the city were with her as they traveled to bury the dead man.  

Luke 7:13-15 When the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, " Do not weep." 14 And He came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise!" 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave him back to his mother. 

Jesus stopped the woman and told her “do not weep.”  What at first seemed a cruel statement quickly gave way to joy when Jesus resurrected the young man from the dead!
  The city of Nain had just received a mighty introduction to their Messiah.

Luke 7:16-17 Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!" and, "God has visited His people!" 17 This report concerning Him went out all over Judea and in all the surrounding district. 

The result of witnessing such a magnificent miracle was praise to God and such statements as “God has visited His people.”  He had indeed come to earth, and the people were only beginning to realize how greatly God was visiting Israel for very few of them realized that Jesus Christ was “God in flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16)!  Because of the reports of the great miracles such as this one, the fame of Jesus continued to increase until He could not travel anywhere without huge crowds following His every move.  

Luke 7:36 Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table.  

While in Nain Jesus was invited to eat with a local Pharisee and to everyone’s surprise, Jesus accepted the invitation
.  No doubt, the Pharisee simply wanted to meet the man of whom he had heard so much about.      

Luke 7:37-38 And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume. 

As Jesus and the Pharisee ate, a woman of the city heard where Jesus was eating and slipped into the house.  She had brought a vial of expensive perfume stored in a container made of alabaster
.  This woman began to anoint Jesus’ feet with the perfume and dry them with her hair all the while weeping in repentance.    

Luke 7:39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner." 

The Pharisee knew the reputation of the woman as a sinner and thought to himself “if this man were really a prophet, He would know what kind of woman this is touching Him.”  Jesus decided to take the opportunity to teach the Pharisee that He really was a prophet and not only knew the woman’s past but the Pharisee’s very thoughts at that moment, and to teach this Jewish leader a lesson in repentance and sincerity.  

Luke 7:40-41 And Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher." 41 "A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  

Jesus began to tell a natural story to help illustrate the spiritual truth that He wanted the Pharisee to grasp.  This method of teaching called “parables” would become the most commonly used method of explaining and applying truth by Jesus during the latter part of His ministry.  This parable is known as “The Parable of the Two Debtors” and tells of two men who both owed money to a moneylender:  one a larger sum, and the other a smaller
.   

Luke 7:42-43 "When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?" 43 Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly."  

When the debtors were unable to pay, the moneylender forgave both of them their debts.  Jesus then asked Simon which one would love the moneylender the most, and Simon correctly answered “the one whom he forgave more.”  

Luke 7:44-47 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 "You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46 " You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 47 "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little."  

Simon had not even given Jesus the common reception for a host receiving a guest in Biblical times.  The normal practice was to provide water to wash the dust off the guest’s feet, warmly welcome them into the home, and give them opportunity to freshen themselves before dinner.  This sinner woman in her repentance had made Jesus feel welcomer in Simon’s house, than the Pharisee had!  

The point of the parable was this:  despite one owing much and the other owing little, both of them had a debt that they could not pay, and in that regards Simon the Pharisee and the sinner woman were like those debtors:  Simon’s religious lifestyle was a better one than the woman’s, and yet he still could not pay the price of sin.  And yet the woman would be forgiven because she had come seeking repentance, whereas Simon had only desired to meet a famous figure.    

Luke 7:48-50 Then He said to her, " Your sins have been forgiven." 49 Those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves, " Who is this man who even forgives sins?" 50 And He said to the woman, " Your faith has saved you; go in peace."

The woman had come in faith believing that Jesus would not reject her, and yet Simon had received Jesus looking for something for which to reject Him as Messiah.  Both got what they were looking for:  the woman forgiveness, and the Pharisee a claim of Jesus to be able to forgive sins and thus be God in flesh!  Even today, what we receive from Jesus usually depends upon what we were seeking from Him.  

Luke 8:1-3 Soon afterwards, He began going around from one city and village to another, proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God. The twelve were with Him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their support out of their private means. 

Leaving the city of Nain, Jesus began to again travel from one city of Galilee to another, preaching and performing supernatural miracles.  The twelve disciples accompanied Jesus and also some women that had been touched by the Messiah were constantly with Him.  Three women were noted by Luke here:  Mary Magdalene
 out of whom seven devils had been cast by Jesus, Joanna the wife of a man named Chuza who was Herod’s steward and thus very wealthy, and a woman known as Susanna.  

At this point, Jesus and the twelve disciples were in “full-time” ministry and have forsaken their secular jobs and callings to pursue the development of the kingdom of God.  They were able to do this because of the financial support of many of the disciples including the substantial contributions of these women
.  

Mark 4:1-2 He began to teach again by the sea. And such a very large crowd gathered to Him that He got into a boat in the sea and sat down; and the whole crowd was by the sea on the land. 2 And He was teaching them many things in parables, and was saying to them in His teaching, 

Returning to the shores of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus began to teach the multitudes that gathered daily about the kingdom of God.  Often Jesus would sit in a boat just off shore and teach the crowds that assembled on the banks
.  He had used the miracles to draw the crowds so that He could teach them, and He used common stories called parables to teach heavenly and spiritual truths.  There were ten parables taught at this time:

The Sower and the Seed (Matthew 13:3-9,18-23; Mark 4:14-20; Luke 8:5-8, 11-15) which likened the Word of God to a seed sown by a sower and which falls upon four possible types of ground:  to the wayside, on rocky soil, among the thorns, or on good soil.  For the Word of God to bring forth fruit, it must fall upon good soil that allows it to spring up and grow and not on the wayside soil of those who do not understand it, the rocky soil of giving up in face of persecution, and the thorny ground of allowing the normal worries of everyday living to take priority over the things of God.      

The Lamp and the Stand (Luke 8:16-18), which likens the Word of Truth to, a lamp lighted and then set on a stand.  No one lights a lamp and then hides it’s light, and so the Word of Truth must be allowed to shine brightly from our life by our obeying it!  

The Seed Growing Secretly (Mark 4:26-29), which likens again the Word of God to a seed and how the seed grows over a period of time without the help of the planter.  It is the believer’s job to plant the seed and leave it up to God to produce the harvest!  

The Tares of the Field (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43), which tells the story of a man’s enemy who secretly sowed a weed that at first closely resembles wheat among the man’s wheat fields.  The man allowed the wheat to grow with the tares and eventually the good seed outgrew the weeds and both could be separated.  In this manner, God allows true believers to develop alongside hypocrites and yet in time the difference between the two become obvious and in the end of the world, they will be separated, the true believers as a harvest of God, and the weeds to everlasting destruction.  

The Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19), which likens the kingdom of God to the miniscule seed of the mustard plant that is of the herbs one of the smallest, and yet produces a tree much larger than any other herb!  What starts small in the kingdom of God will eventually grow to be big, both in good and bad ways!  

The Leaven (Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21), which likens a woman with a large lump of dough adding a little bit of yeast and thereby leavening and affecting the entire lump.  In the kingdom of God a few believers and a little preaching can eventually impact the entire world, and on the other side, a little bit of sin affects the entire believer.     

The Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13:44), which likens the kingdom of God to a treasure discovered in a field by a man who then sells all that he has to buy that field.  The treasures in the kingdom of God must be discovered and are only obtaining by selling out everything to the purchase of God’s will!  

The Costly Pearl (Matthew 13:45-46), which likens the kingdom of God to a pearl of great price which when a pearl merchant found it, he went and sold all of his other pearls in order to obtain the one.  So is the kingdom of God valuable among all the things and kingdoms that men treasure in life, and it is worth giving up the pursuit of every treasure that this world has to offer in order to obtain the kingdom of God!   

The Dragnet (Matthew 13:47-50) which likens soul winning in the kingdom of God to a net that is cast from the shores of the sea and pulled in with all manner of fish.  Just as the net thrower then sorts out the edible from the inedible and the good from the bad, so does God sort out those who will truly believe and those who will not and in every attempt to win someone, all manner of people will be netted.    

The Householder (Matthew 13:52), which likens a student and teacher of the Word of God to a head of a household who brings out of the treasury a mixture of old and new things.  A teacher of the Word of God must endeavor to bring a mix of the old and the new; of things that have been covered before and of things that are fresh topics and revelations.  If a teacher only reviews material that has already been taught, then the excitement of the Word of God and fresh growth stops.  If a teacher only presents new thoughts, then the basics are soon forgotten.  

Matt 13:10-11 And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" 11 Jesus answered them, " To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.  

To the crowds that were just congregating to see the miracles, Jesus taught in parables so they had to persevere and seek for further understanding.  To the disciples who had committed their lives to following Him, He spoke freely and clearly of truth and the kingdom of God.  As His own parable taught, Jesus was “throwing out the dragnet” and seeing who among the crowd was truly hungry for God to transform them and change them and who was simply wanting to see neat supernatural displays.     

Matt 13:13 "Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.  

Jesus taught in parables to separate those who were really hungry from those who were just the onlookers.  Even today, the Word of God is presented this way.  There are many truths that are difficult to understand and many things about the Bible that only make sense when we dig deeper and put some effort in studying and comprehending the scriptures.  God made His Word in this manner to separate those who are truly hungry for Him from those who are simply pretending.  Those who sincerely desire a relationship with Him will study and apply themselves and listen to instruction until they understand and are changed by the principles in His Word.  Those who are not truly committed to Him, will not be interested in such study and effort.  

Jesus began teaching at first exclusively in parables to divide the multitudes into crowd and believers.  The difference was revealed by their response to the Word of God when they did not at first understand and all of the parables taught here are to this end:  those who were truly hungry would push beyond not understanding, persecution, and the normal cares of light and allow the sown Word to fall on good ground; the seed would grow every day through the power of God in their life; like the mustard seed, their faith would start small and then grow into something that became permanently rooted in their life; like yeast, it would spread throughout every area of their life and affect it; they would be willing to dig a little to get to the great treasure of truth; they would sell out everything else for His kingdom; they would be separated from the unbelievers by God; they would be interested in both new revelations and a review of things that they had already heard.  Such are still the characteristics of those who are truly following Jesus Christ and allow the Word of God to work in their lives!  These things are still the dividing line of true Christianity.     

Luke 8:19-21 And His mother and brothers came to Him, and they were unable to get to Him because of the crowd. 20 And it was reported to Him, "Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, wishing to see You." 21 But He answered and said to them, "My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it."  

At this time, only Jesus’ mother was a true believer of His kingdom, and Jesus’ half-brothers would not become disciples until after His resurrection.  Jesus was not trying to be rude, but was instead teaching a valuable principle:  those who hear the Word of God and obey it are those who will be in close fellowship and “akin” to Him!  Our relationship with Jesus is still defined by our willingness to hear and obey the Word of God.  How close are you to Him today?  

� Remember that it was not against God’s law but against the added laws of the Jewish leaders to heal on the Sabbath.  Their tradition was based upon a misinterpretation of the Mosaic laws that forbade “work” on the Sabbath and they wrongly interpreted that “work” included “miracles.”  This man-made law was a convenient cover up for the lack of the supernatural in their ministries.    


� In our mind’s eye, we tend to minimize the popularity of Jesus.  Details such as this found in the Gospel of Mark present a portrait of thousands and thousands of people surrounding Jesus daily.  There are literally hundreds of miracles being performed every day.  


� That Matthew was the “son of Alphaeus” is found in Mark 2:14, Levi being a “nickname” of Matthew.


� That Nathanael of the first chapter of John and Bartholomew mentioned here are one and the same can be deduced from the process of elimination.  The Gospel of John speaks of Nathanael as being of the twelve and never mentions a “Bartholomew,” and the other Gospels present Bartholomew and never a “Nathanael.”  All of the other disciples correspond leaving the only possibility that John calls this disciple by a different name.  


� It is important to realize that although He ordained 12 men as the “inner circle” that there were hundreds of people who claimed “to follow Christ” and who were considered “disciples of Jesus.”  Furthermore, not every person in the crowds seeking a miracle or there to witness the happenings were “believers in Christ.”  


� And also in brief in Luke 6:17-49.  


� The “golden rule” paraphrased is “do unto others as you would have them do unto you” or “treat others as you would like to be treated.”    


� It is interesting to note that in Jesus’ earthly ministry every funeral that He attended – including His own – resulted in a resurrection!  Jesus could truly say “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).


� The phrase “reclined at the table” refers to the common practice of the day of eating while lying on the floor besides a slightly raised area upon which the food was placed.  Jesus was not sitting in a chair as is common today but was probably on one side with His feet directed away from the raised area called the “table.”  


� A “denarius” was the equivalent of a common laborers wages for one day’s work.  What this translates to in exact modern terms is not important to the story, but to get a general idea at a modern day’s wages of around $6 an hour and an average day of ten hours, one would have owed $30,000 and the other $3,000.  


� Even today, God has ordained that they “which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:14) and those who are called to a “full-time” ministry in the development of the kingdom of God are able to do so because of the financial contributions of believers.    


� Sound carries over water and size of the crowds made this arrangement necessary for everyone to be able to hear Jesus speak.  This is the first recorded “sound system” in history!  Keep in mind that the “Sea” of Galilee was actually a “lake” and so the shoreline would be much quieter than a visit to the ocean’s shores.    





Endnotes





� What is commonly known as “the Lord’s Prayer” is really “the Lord’s Lesson on Prayer.”  This prayer was never repeated verbatim by the disciples but was instead a guideline or outlines given when they had asked Jesus “teach us how to pray.”  Here is a quick view of the prayer as such an outline:





Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  We should begin by acknowledging that we are praying to a God who is in heaven and therefore in control of everything.  We should begin by praising Him for who He is.  





Your kingdom come.  Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. We should begin our requests by praying for His will in our life and His kingdom.  We should begin not with our own personal requests but with His requests and His desires to be done!  In heaven, God is completely in control and praised and sin is not present and His will is perfectly done always, therefore we must ask for God to make our lives on earth as heaven is!  





Give us this day our daily bread.  Now we ask for our personal needs and requests.





And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. We then must ask for forgiveness and mercy for our shortcomings and pray for our enemies and those who we have sinned against.





And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. We are then to pray for our spiritual walk that we will stay on the path that God would want for us, and that He would protect us from the traps of the devil and sin.  





For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. We should end our prayer just as we began it:  with praise and adoration and thanksgiving to God who has heard our prayer!  





� Oh that we might have the same faith and acknowledgement of Jesus’ authority that this Roman soldier had!  We should “go” where and when Jesus has commanded us to “to go forth.”  We should “come” in the areas Jesus has commanded, “come unto me.”  We should obey His commandments where He has said, “do this.”  This is the understanding and revelation that Jesus referred to as “great faith!”      





� This is the first of two separate incidents of a woman anointing Jesus in a house with expensive perfume from an alabaster container and one of the most common Biblical mistakes is to confuse the two stories.  A table of comparison will help clear up the confusion:





Characteristics		Matthew	Mark		John		Luke


of the story		26:6-13		14:3-9		12:1-8		7:36-50





Town			Bethany		Bethany		Bethany		Nain





Whose Home?		Simon the 	Simon the	doesn’t say	Simon the


			Leper		Leper				Pharisee





Year of Jesus’ 		3rd		3rd	 	3rd 		2nd 


Ministry





Critics Identity		All disciples	“some”		Judas Iscariot,	Simon the


							“Simon’s son”	Pharisee





Critic’s Response		waste; should	waste; should	waste; should	if Jesus was really


			be given to 	be given to 	be given to 	a prophet, then He would


			poor.		poor.		poor.		know this woman was a 


									sinner.


					 





Jesus’ Response		for my burial	for my burial	for my burial	parable of debtor;


									this woman has done what 												you did not do for me


Characteristics		Matthew	Mark		John		Luke


of the story		26:6-13		14:3-9		12:1-8		7:36-50





The Woman		“a woman”	“a woman”	Mary, sister of	a “woman in the city” of


							Lazarus and	Nain who was “a sinner.”


							Martha





Actions recorded		poured on	poured on 	anointed feet	anointed feet of Jesus;


			His head		His head		of Jesus		also with her tears


  


Matthew, Mark, and John’s accounts are of the same story because their location, year of ministry, and responses are identical.  Luke’s account is a separate, unrelated event for the same reasons.  Mary Magdalene never poured out an alabaster container upon Jesus in scripture.  Furthermore, all of the most popular and respected commentaries agree to those conclusions (see Barnes’ Notes; Adam Clarke’s Commentary; Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, The Pulpit Commentary, and Matthew Henry’s Commentary amongst many others).  Moreover, all available commentaries written from the Apostolic viewpoint agree that Luke’s account is a separate event and that Mary Magdalene was never involved in an alabaster box anointing of Jesus in scripture (see The Gospel According to Mark by Sidney L. Poe, and John – the Gospel that had to be written by Fred E. Kinzie).   





The coincidences in names and common resulting confusions from the casual reader of these scriptures are not surprising considering that there are six different women mentioned in scripture named “Mary” and nine men named Simon:





 Simon Peter


 Simon the Zealot one of the twelve				Matthew 10:4


 Simon, the brother of Jesus Christ				Matthew 13:55


 Simon the Leper in Bethany (2nd alabaster box account)	


 Simon the Cyrene who carried Jesus’ cross			Matthew 27:32


 Simon the Pharisee in Nain (1st alabaster box account)	Luke 7:40


 Simon the father of Judas Iscariot         			John 6:71


 Simon the Sorcerer					Acts 8:9


 Simon the Tanner with whom Peter lodged			Acts 9:43





We know for certain that Judas Iscariot was from Judea because “Iscariot” means “man of Kerioth” and we know that Kerioth was a town in southern Judea (Joshua 15:25) and therefore nowhere near Galilee and the city of Nain.  That proves to us that Simon the Pharisee and Simon the Father of Judas Iscariot are NOT the same person.  





It is possible but not provable that the alabaster box account in Bethany in the “house of Simon” was also in the home of the father of Judas Iscariot (in other words, it is possible but not provable that Simon the Leper was also Simon, the father of Judas Iscariot).  If that was true then it would mean that Judas Iscariot’s father had moved from his hometown of Kerioth to Bethany, an event that is not recorded in scripture or history.  In light of the commonness of the name “Simon” it is highly probable that Simon the Leper, and Judas Iscariot’s father were two separate people.  To make clear all the implications of our table, we will present the information above in relation with commonly preached and believed statements and then comment on their truthfulness.





Statement:  Mary Magdalene was caught in the act of adultery, forgiven by Jesus Christ, and thus broke the alabaster box in worship because of her great gratitude toward Jesus for His mercy.





Answer:  False!  There is absolutely no evidence to link Mary Magdalene as the woman in either of the Alabaster box stories, whether it be the sinner woman in Luke 7 or the incident in Bethany.  There is also no evidence that links Mary Magdalene with the woman caught in the act of adultery.  This statement comes from a combination of confusing the “Marys” of the Bible, and not distinguishing or understanding that there are two different alabaster anointings recorded in scripture.





Statement:  Judas Iscariot was the son of a Pharisee.





Answer:  False!  This is another errant deduction resulting from confusing the two separate alabaster box accounts.  Simon the Pharisee’s house was in Nain, Galilee and Simon the Leper’s house was in Bethany.  Simon, the father of Judas Iscariot’s house was probably in Kerioth.  To make all three the same person certainly stretches and twists the scriptural accounts.   





Statement:  Simon the Leper was a man who Jesus had cleansed who became a Pharisee or a Pharisee who had become a Leper who Jesus had cleansed.     





Answer:  It’s possible that Simon the Leper was someone who Jesus had cleansed but there is absolutely no scriptural record of this.  The other parts of this statement are false.  Simon the Leper and Simon the Pharisee lived in two separate towns over a hundred miles apart and the events happened in two different years of Jesus’ ministry.  They were two different people.  Besides that fact, surely if Jesus had done such a notable miracle as cleanse a Pharisee who had become leprous, the scriptures would not only have recorded that fact clearly, but the Pharisee would have responded to Jesus differently than Simon the Pharisee did in Luke 7.  Remember that Luke was a physician and often detailed the diseases that Jesus cured in greater detail than the other Gospel writers so it would seem strange indeed if Simon the Pharisee had been healed of such a dreaded disease and Luke not mention that fact in his story.





Statement:  Mary the sister of Lazarus was a sinner and approached Jesus through a crowd of mockers under the shame of her sin.





Answer:  False!  This again, confuses the two separate accounts of an alabaster box being poured out upon Jesus.  Scripture never refers to Mary, the sister of Lazarus as “a sinner.”  It was the woman in Luke 7 that was “a sinner.”  Mary was a sinner in the sense that all of us are sinners, but if you define “sinner” as “someone actively living in willful sin and not trusting in Jesus” then this statement is false.  Jesus was a common guest in Mary’s home and she is nowhere mentioned as being a woman of “ill repute” or “easy morals.”  





Statement:  Mary wept as she anointed Jesus’ feet with the ointment from her alabaster box.  





Answer:  False!  It was the sinner woman of Luke 7 that wept and shed “tears.”  There is no scriptural record of Mary having wept while she anointed Jesus’ head and feet for His burial.  





� In modern times, there have been all sorts of heresies and false doctrines made trying to tie Jesus and Mary Magdalene together in a romantic interest.  All such claims are completely without any scriptural support and reveal a lack of understanding of the plan of God and how that the Apostolic church is to be the “bride of Christ” (Ephesians 5:25-32).  Jesus loved Mary Magdalene in the same way as He loved all of His disciples, both male and female, and to claim of any intimate relationship between the two is heresy and fiction of the worst and most damnable sort.    
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